Extraoral facial pain.
Craniofacial pain is a common chief complaint and is among the most frustrating diagnostic and treatment challenges encountered by emergency physicians. The efficient development of a differential diagnosis, the delivery of appropriate and effective therapies, and the appropriate referral of patients who present with craniofacial pain from extraoral sources are discussed. Disease descriptions, a diagnostic workup format, and acute management protocols are presented for the more common craniofacial pain entities.